118.   TELEGRAM TO C. P. ANDREWS

February 25, 1919

HAVE          BEEN         IRRESISTIBLY          DRIVEN           ADOPT          SATYA-

GRAHA        ROWLATT        BILLS.         FIFTY        MEN        WOMEN         SIGN

PLEDGE              BEFORE              PUBLISHING              WIRKD              VICEROY

GIVEN         PRAYERFUL        CONSIDERATION,         WISH        YOU        WERE

HERE        YESTERDAY,        SENDING        PAPERS        AFTER         PERUSAL.

WIRE         OPINION        GURUDEO'S        BLESSING        IF         POSSIBLE,

From a photostat: S.N. 6436

119.   LETTER TO C F. ANDREWS

February 25, 1919

MY DEAR CHARLIE,

I have telegraphed to you today, I could not write the letter
that I contemplated doing when I sent my first wire, I have been
passing through perfect agony, doctors telling me that I should not
undertake any exertion, the voice within me telling me that I
must speak out on the Rowlatt Bills and the Viceregal pronounce-
ment Conflicting views pressed themselves on me and I did not
know what to do. Many friends have looked to me for guidance.
How could I desert them? We met yesterday at the Ashram, It
was a good meeting. The desire was to take the plunge even if
we were only a few, The last word rested with me, I felt that the
cause was true, Was I to forsake them? I could not do so and
remain true to myself. You know the result. The papers herewith
will give you fuller information* God only knows how I felt the
need of your presence whilst the soul was in travail I am now
quite at peace with myself* The telegram to the Viceroy eased me
considerably* He has the warning* He can stop what bids fare to
become a mighty conflagration* If it comes, and if the satyagrahis
remain true to their Pledge, it can but purify the atmosphere and
bring in real swaraj. Have you noticed an unconscious betrayal
of the true nature of modern civilization in Mr* Wilson's* speech

1 Thomas Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924)? 28tfi President of the United
States of America